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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Santee, CA Accident Number: WPR22FA004

Date & Time: October 11, 2021, 12:14 Local Registration: N7022G

Aircraft: Cessna 340A Injuries: 2 Fatal, 2 Serious

Flight Conducted 
Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On October 11, 2021, at 1214 Pacific daylight time, a Cessna 340A, N7022G, was destroyed when it was involved 
in an accident near Santee, California.  The pilot and one person on the ground were fatally injured, and 2 
people on the ground sustained serious injuries.  The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 91 personal flight. 

The flight departed from Yuma International Airport (NYL), Yuma, AZ at 1121 mountain daylight time and was 
destined for Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport (MYF), San Diego, California. 

Review of Federal Aviation Administration Southern California Terminal Radar Approach Control (TRACON) 
facilities and recorded Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) data revealed that at 1203:58, the 
controller broadcasted a weather update for MYF and reported the visibility was 10 miles, ceiling 1,700 ft 
broken, overcast skies at 2,800 ft, and runway 23 was in use.  

At 1209:20, the controller issued instructions to the pilot to turn right to a 259° heading to join final, to which 
the pilot acknowledged while at an altitude of 3,900 ft mean sea level (msl).  About 28 seconds later, the pilot 
queried the controller and asked if he was cleared for the ILS Runway 28R approach, with no response from the 
controller.  At 1210:04, the controller told the pilot that he was 4 miles from PENNY intersection and instructed 
him to descend to 2,800 ft until established on the localizer, and cleared him for the ILS 28R approach, circle to 
land runway 23. The pilot partially read back the clearance, followed by the controller restating the approach 
clearance.  The pilot acknowledged the clearance a second time.  At this time, the ADS-B data showed the 
airplane on a westerly heading, at an altitude of 3,900 ft msl.  

Immediately following a traffic alert at 1211:19, the controller queried the pilot and stated that it looked like the 
airplane was drifting right of course and asked him if he was correcting. The pilot responded and stated 
“correcting, 22G.”  About 9 seconds later, the pilot said [unintelligible], VFR 23, to which the controller told the 
pilot he was not tracking the localizer and canceled the approach clearance. The controller followed by issuing 
instructions to climb and maintain 3,000 ft, followed by the issuance of a low altitude alert, and stated that the 
minimum vectoring altitude in the area was 2,800 ft.  The pilot acknowledged the controller’s instructions.  At 
that time, ADS-B data showed the airplane on a northwesterly heading, at an altitude of 2,400 ft msl.  
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At 1212:12, the controller instructed the pilot to climb and maintain 3,800, to which the pilot responded “3,800, 
22G.”  ADS-B data showed that the airplane was at 3,550 ft msl.  About 9 seconds later, the controller issued the 
pilot instructions to turn right to 090° for vectors to final, to which the pilot responded “090 22G.”  At 1212:54, 
the controller instructed the pilot to turn right to 090° and climb immediately and maintain 4,000 ft.  The pilot 
replied shortly after and acknowledged the controller’s instructions.  About 3 seconds after the pilot’s response, 
the controller told the pilot that it looked like he was descending and that he needed to make sure he was 
climbing, followed by an acknowledgment from the pilot.  

At 1213:35, the controller queried the pilot about his altitude, which the pilot responded 2,500 ft.  The 
controller subsequently issued a low altitude alert and advised the pilot to expedite the climb to 5,000 ft.    

No further communication was received from the pilot despite multiple queries from the controller.  ADS-B data 
showed that the airplane continued a right descending turn until the last recorded target, located about 1,333 ft 
northwest of the accident site at an altitude of 1,250 ft msl. Figure 1 provides an overview of the ADS-B flight 
track, select ATC communications, and the location of the destination and surrounding area airports.

Figure 1: ADS-B ground track data with communication annotations.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted a residential street on a heading of about 
113° magnetic heading.  The debris path, which consisted of various airplane, vehicle, and residential structure 
debris was about 475 ft long and 400 ft wide, oriented on a heading of about 132°.  Numerous residential 
structures exhibited impact related damage and or fire damage.  All major structural components of the airplane 
were located throughout the debris path. 

The wreckage was recovered to a secure location for further examination.  
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N7022G

Model/Series: 340A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KSEE,387 ft msl Observation Time: 11:55 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 2 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 19°C /13°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 12 knots / 17 knots, 200°

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 2700 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.8 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Departure Point: Yuma, AZ (YUM) Destination: San Diego, CA (MYF)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: 1 Fatal, 2 Serious Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal, 2 Serious Latitude, 
Longitude:

32.85702,-116.96358 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Cawthra, Joshua

Additional Participating Persons: Ricardo Asensio; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
Thomas Shaw; Federal Aviation Adminsitration; San Diego, CA

Note:


